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Activists  at  Work  from  Alameda  Wetlands’  Reprieve 
to  Mountains  of  Mexico  from  Political  Act 


ollowing  is  the  second  installment  of  onr  two-part  series  on  Ciolden  (late 
.Anduhon  Clonservation  Clommittees.  Its  not  too  late  to  start  your  New  Year 
ri^ht  by  joining  one  ol  onr  busy,  aetiv'e,  Inn  ClonseiAation  C.ommittees. 

Friends  of  the  Alameda  Wildlife  Refuge 

For  the  past  nine  years,  a group  ol  dedicated  conservation  activists  has  been  working 
tirelessly  to  have  S6S  acres  of  the  closed  Alameda  Naval  Air  Station  transferred  to  the 
U.S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  and  designated  as  a permanent  national  wildlife  relnge. 
This  valuable  site  hosts  one  of  the  world’s  most  important  (and  few  remaining)  nesting 
colonies  of  the  endangered  Clalitornia  Least  Tern,  as  well  as  important  roosting  areas  lor 
Brown  Pelicans,  Western  Gulls,  Peregrine  Falcons,  and  thousands  of  other  resident  birds. 
The  greatest  stumbling  block  to  transfer  ol  the  site  and  creation  of  the  wildlile  reluge  is 
the  question  of  who  will  take  responsibility  for  cleaning  up  contaminants  on  the  land. 
Members  of  the  Friends  of  Alameda  Wildlife  Refuge  (FAWR)  have  taken  their  cause  to 
the  halls  of  Washington,  D.C.  and  urged  federal  officials  to  act  on  transfer  of  the  land. 
Although  the  FAWR  committee 
has  made  significant  progress,  the 
process  is  frustratingly  slow. 

In  the  meantime,  FAWR  com- 
mittee members  are  far  from  idle. 

Volunteers  lead  monthly  work 
parties  to  keep  Least  Fern  habitat 
suitable  for  nesting  and  clean  up 
debris  washed  ashore  in  storms  and 
high  tides.  FAW  R members  work 
with  biologists  to  monitor  wildlile 
populations  at  the  refuge,  sponsor 
Least  Tern  research  projects,  and 
build  community  awareness  about  tbe  refuge  campaign.  Committee  members  have  raised 
funds  for  large  signs  to  uarn  boaters  to  keep  appropriate  distance  to  avoid  disturbing  birds 
and  seals  using  tbe  breakwater,  as  well  as  funds  to  support  Golden  Gate  .Audubon  s advo- 
cacy. restoration  and  education  efforts  in  Alameda. 

ACTIVISTS,  conliniied  on  poep  8 


The  .Sno«T  Egret  i.s  one  o/  many  birds  that  e.vi.sis  both  in 
Mexico's  Sierra  Gorda  and  in  tbe  San  Francisco  Bay  Area. 


\er\  rare  piece  ol  good  news  lor  tbe 
en\'ironment  was  released  Irom 
W'asbington,  D C.  last  month,  giv  ing 
a rejrrieve  to  threatened  wetlands — and  provid- 
ing a sharp  contrast  to  the  continual  barrage  ol 
anti-environmental,  pro-industry-  actions  peqre- 
trated  by  the  Bush  .Administration  over  the  past 
three  years.  The  good  news  occurred  w ith  the  help 
of  Golden  Gate  Audubon’s  ‘‘.Armchair  .Activists, 
whose  letters,  along  with  thousands  ol  others, 
helped  to  convince  the  Bush  Administration  to 
retract  a decision  that  could  have  devastated  the 
nation‘s  remaining  wetlands. 

Wetlands  play  a critical  role  in  the  emironment, 
as  they  purify  w ater.  help  control  Hooding  and  jrro- 
\idc  habitat  for  myriad  local  and  migratory  species. 
Over  55  percent  of  all  bird  species  and  75  per- 
cent of  all  fisb  species  depend  upon  yvetlands  at 
some  time  in  tbeir  life  cycles,  as  do  over  50  per- 
cent of  all  endangered  species.  Because  w etlands 
form  in  low  -lying,  flat  areas  near  large  bodies  of 
water — often  adjacent  to  where  bumans  like  to 
build  bouses  or  raise  crops — many  wetlands  have 
been  destroyed.  The  continental  LAS.  has  already 
lost  over  50  percent  of  its  historic  yvetlands  and 
California  has  lost  over  91  percent. 

The  passage  of  the  Clean  Water  .Act  in  19.2 
helped  reverse  the  trend  of  huge  yvetland  losses, 
but  since  most  wetlands  are  found  on  privately 
oyvned  land,  tbeir  preservation  is  difficult,  and 
wetlands  regulations  are  frequently  opposed. 

In  recent  years,  neyv  attacks  have  been  launched 
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WETLANDS,  continued  from  page  I 

against  “isolated  wetlands,”  which  are  smaller 
areas  found  some  distance  from  large  bodies 
of  water.  The  prairie  potholes  of  the  Dakotas 
and  Minnesota  (the  breeding  ground  of  es- 
sentially all  Central  Flyway  waterfowl),  the 
vernal  pools  of  California  (habitat  for  many 
endangered  species),  and  small  intermittent 
streams  are  all  considered  isolated  wetlands. 
Aside  from  their  value  for  wildlife,  recent  stud- 
ies have  also  shown  that  these  wetlands  are 
vitally  important  in  removing  water  pollutants. 

A recent,  controversial  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  decision  removed  one  of  the  tools  fed- 
eral regulators  used  to  protect  isolated  wet- 
lands. The  narrow,  5-to-4  decision  ruled  that 
the  presence  of  migratory  birds,  alone,  does 
not  give  the  federal  government  regulatory 
authority  over  these  wetlands.  There  are 
many  other  grounds  for  such  federal  author- 
ity to  continue.  But  the  Army  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers and  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency — the  federal  agencies  with  regula- 
tory authority  over  wetlands — issued  a “guid- 
ance,” stating  that  all  isolated  wetlands 
probably  need  not  be  regulated  and  that 
federal  regulators  should  confer  with  Wash- 
ington before  making  any  decisions.  This 
meant  as  much  as  20  percent  of  U.S.  wet- 
lands could  be  left  unprotected. 

The  Bush  administration  then  proposed  to 
turn  the  “guidance”  (which  has  no  binding 


legal  effect)  into  a regulation  with  the  power 
of  law.  This  would  have  undermined  the 
nation’s  entire  wetlands  regulatory  program. 
People  all  over  the  country  responded.  Over 
1 35,000  letters  were  received  by  the  Admin- 
istration, most  of  them  opposing  this  new 
rule-making.  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Armchair 
Activists  played  a critical  part. 

And  they  worked!  The  Bush  Administra- 
tion recently  announced  that  it  would  not 
move  forward  with  a rule-making  to  turn  the 
isolated  wetlands  guidance  into  a regulation. 
It  is  a victory  that  Golden  Gate  Armchair 
Activists  can  take  pride  in  helping  to  win.  Un- 
fortunately, the  war  is  not  over.  The  “guidance” 
is  still  in  place  and  efforts  must  continue  to 
convince  the  administration  to  retract  it  also. 
Stay  tuned  for  further  action. 

How  You  Can  Help 

Join  our  team  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Arm- 
chair Activists.  All  you  do  is  agree  to  write  at 
least  one  letter  a month  on  a conservation 
issue.  We  send  you  either  an  e-mail  or  hard 
copy  Action  Alert  that  describes  the  issue, 
tells  you  where  to  send  your  letter  and  pro- 
vides a sample  letter.  To  become  an  Armchair 
Activist,  e-mail  ggas@goldengateaudubon.org 
or  call  510-843-2222. 

By  Arthur  Feinstein 
Conservation/Education  Director 


Facts  Belie  Claims  of  Clean-up  Costs 

The  hackneyed  old  claim  by  industry — echoed  and  relied  upon  by  the  Bush  administra- 
tion— that  environmental  regulations  are  "too  costly"  has  just  taken  a big  hit.  The 
administration’s  own  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  (0MB)  has  released  a report  that 
definitively  states  that  the  economic  benefits  to  society  of  environmental  regulations  far 
exceed  their  cost  to  industry. 

Specifically,  the  report  shows  that  Olean  Air  Act  regulations  provide  society  with  eco- 
nomic benefits  5 to  7 times  greater  than  the  cost  to  industry  of  complying  with  those 
regulations.  In  other  words,  the  economic  benefits  of  having  clean  air  (and  the  associated 
environmental  and  human  health  benefits)  outweigh  the  cost  to  industry  of  preventing 
harmful  discharges  into  the  air.  What’s  true  for  air  is  likely  true  for  water  as  well.  The 
economic  benefits  of  having  clean  lakes  and  streams  should  far  outweigh  industry’s  costs 
of  preventing  and  cleaning  up  contaminated  water  discharges. 

This  report  is  a big  win  for  environmentalists,  as  the  Administration’s  environmental  poli- 
cies continually  favor  industry  arguments  that  environmental  regulations  are  too  costly 
and  therefore  should  be  relaxed  to  relieve  their  burden  on  industry.  Is  it  possible  the  Bush 
Administration  will  have  to  rethink  its  environmental  policies  based  on  factual  evidence 
rather  than  political  polemics? 
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PROGRAMS 


Anne  McTavish 


You  won’t  want  to  miss  either  of  the  Fehniary 
membership  programs.  We  meet  soeially  at 
7 p.m.  Programs  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  For  more 
information  about  upeoming  events  or  de- 
tailed direetions  to  either  loeation,  please  see 
our  web  page.  You  may  also  eheck  for  updates 
online  at  www.goldengateaudrdion.org/ 
Chapter/programs2003-2004.htm. 

Chemical  Defense  in  Birds 

San  Francisco 

February  13 

Dr.  Jack  Dumbacher 

With  photos  and  lively  tales,  ornithologist 
Jack  Dumbacher  will  survey  how  birds 
around  the  world  use  chemicals  as  defense 
against  their  natural  enemies.  Jack  has  stud- 
ied toxic  birds  for  over  10  years  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  and  the  Smithsonian,  and 
now  continues  his  work  as  Department 


C hairman  and  Curator  ol  birds  & Mammrds 
at  the C lalilornia  Academy  ol  Sciences.  Clome 
learn  about  chemieal-eari'ying  birds — what 
chemicals  they  use,  which  birds  use  them, 
and  how  they  may  be  adaptive  to  the  birds. 
County  Fair  building,  Strybing  Arboretum, 

Golden  Gate  Park,  9"’  Avenue  at  Lincoln  Way 
Directions:  www, strybing.org/visiting/page2.html 

Crossing  the  Frozen  Roof 
of  the  World 

Berkeley 

February  19 

Pam  Flowers 

Ceographer  Pam  Flowers  presents  a slide 
show  and  talks  about  her  2,500-mile  adven- 
ture across  the  North  American  arctic  coast. 
Pam  set  out  alone  and  unsponsored  with  an 
eight-dog  team  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  fro- 
zen roof  of  the  world.  Her  goal  was  to  follow 


Donations 

Thank  you  for  your  generous  donations  to 
support  our  many  conservation,  education 
and  birding  activities! 

Golden  Eagle  ($1000  arid  more) 

Coventry  Health  Care,  Inc. 

Peregrine  Falcon  ($500  to  $1000) 

Afton  E. Crooks,  Charlotte  Hill  (Quail),  Ann  & Mike 
Richter 

Least  Tern  ($200  to  $500) 

Virginia  Bary*.  Patricia  Gannon,  William  S.  Hook  (in 
honor  of  my  wife  Elizabeth) , Nuveen  Investments 
( matching  gift  for  Robert  Elia  & Suzanne  Jones),  George 
S.  Peyton  Jr.,  Susanna  G.  Russo  DVM,  Franklin  Sil- 
ver, John  H.  Sutter,  Inge  Svoboda*,  Susan  Thorner 

Clapper  Rail  ($100  to  $200) 

Anonymous,  Ingrid  Baur,  Barbara  B. Benner,  Mary 
Betlach,  George  F.  Bing,  Nancy  Breslin,  Michael  But- 
ler, Peter  & Eugenia  Caldwell  (matching  gift  from  IBM), 
Joanne  Casey  (SF  Nature  Education),  Jim  Clarke,  Dan 
Eisenstein,  Michelle  Ellis,  Donna  Lee  Elvidge,  William 
Espey,  Patricia  Greene,  Ms.  Leanne  Grossman,  Jan 
Hintermeister,  Christopher  James,  Herbert  Jorritsma, 
Lizabeth  Kaska,  Joe  &Patty  Jane  Kinda  (Quail).  Jane 
& Michael  Larkin,  Stephen  & Carol  Lombardi,  Norman 
MeunierfQiwi/),  Charlotte  Nolan,  Kevin  Owen,  Regina 
Phelps,  Rudolph  Pipa,  Russ  Rector,  Pepi  Ross,  Joyce 
& Jim  Schnobrich*,  J.J.  Seiler,  Elizabeth  Sojourner, 
Tom  & Nicki  Spillane,  George  Strauss,  Paul  Weaver, 
Elise  White,  Matt  & JoAnn  Zlatunich  (Quail) 

Gifts  (to  $100) 

Anne  Ackerman  & Robert  Wemick,  Karen  E.  Ander- 


son, Rebecca  Anderson-Jones  (SF  Nature  Education), 
Leo  M.  Anthenien,  Lori  Arnold,  Stefanie  Arthur,  Sandra 
E.  Ball,  Reginald  H.  Barrett,  Bob  Battigan,  Ms.  Bonnie 
Benard.  Ms.  Adele  Louise  Bertaud  (matching  gift  from 
Mai  Warwick  Er  Assoc.,  Inc.),  Ardith  Betts*,  Nina  R. 
Beutel,  Mrs. Lillian  Bispo,  Fay  Blake  & Morton 
Newman,  Ann  Boren*,  Richard  Bradus,  Mary  Brady 
(Quail),  Cathryn  Brash,  Mr.  & Mrs.  John  M.  Brenneis, 
Michelle  D.  Brodie,  Betsy  Brown,  Jeffrey  Brown*,  Mr. 
Eugene  Gaboon.  Virginia  Carder,  Michael  & Rita  Carey, 
Brion  Charles,  Nancy  Tisdale  Clark,  Courtney 
Clarkson,  John  Collins,  Tom  Condit,  William  R. 
Conrad,  Robert  & Carol  Coon,  Loring  & Ann  Dales, 
Marilynn  Davis,  Adrienne  DeBisschop,  Sheila  M. 
Dickie,  Adrianna  Dinihanian  (Quail),  Jack  L.  Dodson, 
Barbara  Doe,  Philip  R.  Eager*,  Leslie  Earil,  Mark  Elliott 
(Quail),  Daniel  & Ann-Elise  Emerson,  Lou  & Sylvia 
Falcon,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Feigenbaum,  Brian  Fitch*, 
Myra  C.  Forsythe,  Virginia  L.  Fox,  William  & Janet 
Frank,  Robert  Freidenberg,  Robert  C.  Friese,  Karen 
Bronk  Froming  PhD,  Richard  A.  Gale,  Danielle 
Goldman,  Shirley  Gordon,  David  M.  Gumz,  Janice 
Hale-Levin,  Robert  N.  Hall,  David  Hamilton,  Hugh  B. 
Harvey  (Bird  Ba\),Virginia  W.  Havens*,  Lois  Hayn, 
Henry  & Lolan  Ho-Wong,  Donald  & Ann  Hughes*,  Vir- 
ginia L.  Hunnicutt  (Quail).  Susana  Ives,  Janet 
Jacobsen,  Ms.  Anne  Jennings,  Steve  Johnson  & Katy 
Warner,  Alexander  & Marie  Karp,  Tim  Kask,  Diane 
Kennar,  Nancy  Kenyon,  Robert  W.  Kirby  Jr*.  Karen 
Klempka  & Michael  McCue,  Ed  & Joyce  Lehmann, 
Dr.  Edmund  C.  Levin,  Naomi  Lidicker,  P.  Loubal  & R. 
Bower,  John  B.  Lowry,  Mildred  R.  Lowther,  Alan  Jo- 
seph Lyons,  Henry  & DeAda  Mally,  Jamie  Marantz, 
Mary  Ann  Mason,  Maureen  Mason,  Merle  Sid  Mash, 
Dean  & Julia  Mayberry,  Elaine  McKinley,  Gwyneth  P. 
McMillan,  Susan  L.  Merrill,  PhD,  Louise  A.  Miller,  Mrs. 


the  route  of  Knud  Rasmussen’s  portion  of  the 
1923-24  Filth  Thule  Expedition.  Enduring 
darkness,  isolation,  one  of  the  stormiest  win- 
ters on  record,  a polar  bear  attack,  and 
flooded  sea  ice,  she  successi Lilly  completed 
the  first  solo  ex|iedition  both  hy  a woman  and 
an  American  across  2,500  miles  of  Arctic 
Irom  Barrow,  Alaska  to  Repulse  Ray,  Canada. 
In  her  book.  Alone  across  the  Arctic:  One 
Woman's  Epic  journey  hy  l)oj>  Team  (Alaska 
Northwest  Books,  October  2001),  she  re- 
counts her  gripping  adventure. 

In  1996,  Pam  became  the  14'*'  recipient  of 
the  "Gold  Medal  from  the  Society  of  Woman 
Geographers,”  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
Amelia  Earhart,  Margaret  Mead  and  Jane 
Goodall.  She  has  participated  in  nine  Arctic- 
expeditions,  seven  by  dog  team,  two  by 
snowmachine.  Pam  has  completed  the  1 ,049- 
mile  Iditarod  Sled  Dog  Race,  reached  the 
Magnetic  North  Pole  three  times,  traveled  over 
the  frozen /\rctic  Ocean  farther  north  than  any 
other  solo  woman  and  completed  the  longest 
solo  dog  sled  journey  on  record  by  a woman. 
Northbrae  Community  Church,  941  The  Alameda 
(between  Solano  and  Marin) 

Directions:  www.northbrae.org/directions.html 


M.  Minard,  Cordelia  A.  Neal  (CSC),  Julie  & Frank 
Nelson,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Robert  Neptune,  Valorie  D.  Olsen, 
James  O'Neill,  Margot  S.  Parke,  Steven  Pames  & 
Carol  Larsen,  Ada  Lou  Peterson,  Richard  W.  Poley, 
Krehe  & Kathy  Ritter,  Rebecca  Robinson,  Jim  Rogers, 
Norah  Rudin,  Steve  Runyon,  N.  Sabino,  Ivan 
Samuels*,  Marsha  Seeley,  Peter  Seubert,  Michael 
R.  Sherwood  & Kathy  Keeran,  Joseph  T.  Sneed.  Ri- 
chard Sproul,  Jane  Stallman,  Albert  C.  Starr,  Anne 
Stenzel,  Jeanine  E.  Strobel,  Elizabeth  E.  Strong,  Carol 
A.  Sughrue,  Larry  M.  Sullivan,  James  Sword,  Megan 
Thomas,  Gretchen  Thometz,  David  R.  Thompson, 
Roger  Tong  & Linda  Safarik-Tong,  Larry  & Lynn 
Tunstall,  Mary  L.  Turner,  Annette  C.  Waite, Carol  L. 
Wallace,  Elizabeth  & Sheridan  Warrick,  Phoebe 
Watts*,  Sharon  Wheeler,  Sandra  Whisler,  Kristina 
Whitfield,  Geoff  Wietelmann,  Diane  E.  Wilson,  Louise 
& Gilbert  Won,  Jane  Woolverton  Wrench*  i Quail  K 
Paul  K.  Yee,  Yoga  for  a Cause,  Daniel  P.  Zach,  Bias 
& Loraine  Zlatunich  (Quail),  John  G.  Zlatunich  iQuail  i, 
Robert  & Carol  Zlatunich  (Quail) 

In  Memory  of 

Mary  Louise  Rosegay:  Harold  Rosegay 

Gift  Membership 

Glendon  MacDuff:  Marsha  Harris 

In-Kind 

Dorothy  D.  Gregor:  Spotting  Scofv  and  Tripod 
(Education  Program  I 

Grants 

Association  of  Bay  Area  Governments  (ABAG): 
Education  Program 

San  Francisco  Foundation:  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Education  Program 

* With  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Supporting  Membership 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Susan  Groves 


Upper  San  Leandro  Reservoir 

Moraga 

Sunday,  February  1 

Leader;  Bob  Lewis 
510.845.5001,  Rlewis0727@aol.com 

Meet  at  9 a.m.  in  the  Valle  Vista  Staging  Area 
for  this  half-day  trip.  Grassy  hills,  pines,  oaks 
and  open  water  provide  varied  habitats  for  land 
birds  and  waterfowl.  Rain  cancels.  Beginners 
welcome. 

Take  Hwy.  24  to  Orinda  and  exit  on  Moraga  Hwy.  Con- 
tinue approximately  four  miles  to  Canyon  Road.  Turn 
right  at  the  traffic  signal  and  continue  1 .2  miles  to  the 
Valle  Vista  Staging  Area  on  the  left. 

East  Bay  Drivers/ riders  meet  at  8:30  at 
Rockridge  BART  station. 

Hayward  Regional  Shoreline 

Hayward 

Sunday,  February  1 

Leaders:  Pamela  Llewellyn,  925.413.8329, 
pllewellyn@kleinfelder.com;  Michael  Butler, 
510.684.3375,  mjbkl@earthlink.net 

Meet  at  8:30  a.m.  for  a moderate  3-hour  walk 
around  Frank’s  Dump  and  Mt.  Trashmore. 
Look  forward  to  seeing  many  species  of  land, 
shore  and  water  birds  as  well  as  a variety  of 
raptors.  Beginners  welcome.  Please  bring 
binoculars  and  scope  if  you  have  one. 

To  get  there,  go  south  on  880  to  Hayward,  exit  at 
Winton  Ave  West,  go  to  the  end  of  Winton  and  park 
at  Hayward  Regional  Shoreline  parking  lot.  We  will 
meet  in  the  parking  lot  at  the  trailhead. 


Strybing  Arboretum 

San  Francisco 

Sunday,  February  1 and  March  7 

GGAS  co-leaders;  Allan  Ridley,  Rick  Ferrick; 
Strybing  Arboretum  Docents:  Linda  Lyons, 
Helen  McKenna.  415.566.3241 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  the  front  gate  of  the/\rho- 
retum  for  this  regular  first  Sunday  of  the 
month  half-day  trip.  See  January  Chill  for  de- 
tails. Beginners  and  all  others  welcome. 


Free,  Drop-In  Rirding 
for  Children 

Stryhing  Arboretum,  San  Francisco 

Saturdays,  February  7 and  March  6 

San  Francisco  Nature  Education  Leaders: 
Nancy  DeStefanis,  Angie  Geiger; 

Strybing  Arboretum  Docent:  Darin  Dawson 
415.387.9160,  info@sfnature.org 

Note  new  schedule  and  new  times!  Meet  at 
the  Main  Gate  near  the  Strybing  Bookstore 
at  1 0 a.m.  Bring  binoculars  (if  you  have  them) 
and  a pencil.  This  hireling  tour  and  nature  hike 
for  children  tromps  through  the  exciting  mi- 
crohabitats of  Strybing  Arboretum.  Ages  7 and 
older.  All  children  must  be  accompanied  by 
an  adult.  Trip  will  run  until  noon. 
Co-sponsored  by  San  Francisco  Nature  Educa- 
tion, Str)>bing  Arboretum  Society  and  Golden 
Gate  Audubon  Society. 

Las  Gallinas  Sewer  Ponds 

Marin 

Saturday,  February  7 

Leader;  Hugh  Cotter 

41 5.931 .7736,  htcotter@sbcglobal.net 

Meet  at  8:30  a.m.,  rain  or  shine,  at  the  park- 
ing lot  for  this  half-day  trip.  We’ll  see  a vari- 
ety of  water  birds,  raptors  and  more  in  mi- 
gration. Beginners  welcome. 

Take  101  north  and  exit  at  Lucas  Valley  Drive.  Go 
east  on  Smith  Ranch  Rd.  to  the  end.  Take  a sharp  left 
to  the  sewage  treatment  ponds,  just  before  the  county 
park.  Drive  past  the  headquarters  to  the  parking  lot 
on  the  left. 

East  Bay  Drivers/ riders  meet  at  8 a.m.  at 
North  Berkeley  BART. 


Coyote  Hills  Regional  Park 

Fremont 

Sunday,  February  8 

Leader:  Anne  Hoff 
510.845.5908,  Anne2210B@cs.com 

Meet  at  9 a.m.  at  the  Visitor  Center  parking 
lot.  Coyote  fiills  is  a unique  park  with  fresh 
water  marsh  and  salt  pond  habitat.  We  should 
see  ducks,  shorebirds,  wintering  songbirds, 
raptors.  Bring  lunch  and  liquids.  Beginners 
welcome.  Heavy  rain  cancels. 

From  the  East  Bay  take  1-880  south  to  Rt.  84/ 
Dumbarton  Bridge  exit.  Turn  right  and  continue  west. 
Exit  on  Paseo  Padre  Pkv\/y.  Turn  right  and  continue  north 
one  mile,  left  on  Patterson  Ranch  Rd.  to  Coyote  Hills. 
I$] 

Rerkeley  Aquatic  Park  and 
Albany  Crescent 

Berkeley/ 

Saturday,  February  14 

Leader:  Rusty  Scalf 
510.666.9936,  rscalf@jps.net 

Meet  at  9 a.m.  We  hope  to  see  diving  ducks, 
grebes,  etc.  at  Aquatic  Park  and  shorebirds  at 
Albany  Crescent.  We’ll  also  walk  the  landfill 
area  at  Albany  Crescent  and  look  for  terres- 
trial birds  like  Meadowlarks.  The  little  beach 
and  broken  down  pier  might  yield  Turnstones. 
There  are  two  ponds  on  the  south  end  of 
Aquatic  Park.  The  southmost  is  next  to  a large 
radio  antennae.  The  next  one  is  next  to  what 
used  to  be  a bird  rescue  center.  We  will  meet 
in  tbe  small  parking  lot  next  to  that  structure. 
If  driving  east  on  Ashby  Ave  (from  the  freeway)  you 
pass  underneath  a bridge  which  is  Bay  St  (and  your 
destination).  To  get  to  Bay  St,  turn  right  (south)  on 
7th.  You  will  quickly  be  forced  into  a right  then  a left 
turn  and  will  find  yourself  on  Hollis  St.  From  Hollis 
turn  right  on  67th,  cross  the  railroad  track,  then  right 
on  Bay.  You  will  drive  over  that  bridge  you  saw  and 
into  Aquatic  Park.  Parking  lot  is  on  the  right  side  shortly 
after  you  enter.  If  coming  west  on  Ashby,  turn  left 
onto  7th  St. 


Contact  Susan  Groves,  Field  Trips  Committee  Chair, 
at  51 0.654.5954  or  susangroves@att.net: 

• if  you  can  share  a ride  or  if  you  need  a ride, 

• if  you  have  difficulty  reaching  a leader  and 
need  information, 

• if  you  have  suggestions  for  trips,  or 

• if  you  are  interested  in  leading  a trip. 


key 


Carpool 

[$]  Entrance  fee 

required 

Biking  trip 


4 THE  GULL  FEBRUARY  2004 


Our  second  slop  will  be  the  Enierville  Cres- 
cent next  to  Golden  Gate  Fields  race  track. 
Easiest  way  from  Aquatic  Park  is  to  get  on  the  freeway 
north  bound  (the  onramp  is  right  there  between  the 
two  southern  ponds)  and  proceed  to  the  Albany  Exit. 
Then  head  west  toward  the  race  track  parking  area. 

Panoche  Valley 

Sail  Benito  Comity 

Sunday,  February  15 

Leader:  Chris  Carpenter, 

510.639.1262  (day),  510.547.2201  (eve), 
cgbirds@comcast.net 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  the  intersection  oF  Flwy. 
25  and  J-1  in  Faicines,  12.5  mi.  south  oF 
Hollister.  From  there  we  will  drive  east  to 
1-5  south  oF  Los  Banos.  This  trip  traverses 
raptor  habitat  which  usually  produces 
Golden  Eagle,  Merlin  plus  Mountain  Blue- 
birds, Phainopeplas  and  Vesper  Sparrows. 
Considering  the  distance  involved  in  this  trip, 
be  sure  to  Fill  your  gas  tank  beFore  leaving 
Flollister,  and  carpool  From  the  Bay  Area  iF 
possible.  Bring  lunch  and  warm  clothes.  Trip 
will  end  about  3 p.m.  Rain  cancels. 

R 

Aquatic  Park 

San  Francisco 

Sunday,  February  15 

Leader:  SF  Maritime  National  Historical 
Park  Ranger  Carol  Kiser 
415.561.7100  or  561.7104 

Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Foot  oF  the  Hyde 
Street  Pier  (Hyde  & JeFFerson)  For  this  begin- 
ners bird  walk.  Appoximately  2-hour  walk. 
Discover  birds  next  door  to  the  urban  envi- 
ronment. Dress  in  layers.  Trip  is  wheelchair 
accessible. 

Wednesday  at  Arrowhead  Marsh 
Alameda  County 
Wednesday,  February  18 

Leader:  Courtenay  Peddle,  510.532.891 1 
(no  calls  after  9 pm),  capeddle@there.net 

Meet  at  the  Arrowhead  Marsh  parking  lot  at 
9:30  a.m.  to  study  and  enjoy  the  wintering 
birds.  Up  to  14  species  oF  ducks,  and  always 
the  possibility  oF  seeing  Clapper  rails.  Heavy 
rain  cancels.  Bring  scope  iFyou  have  one.  All 


levels  ol  birders  welcome. 

Take  1-880  south  to  Hegenberger  and  then  west  on 
Hegenberger  to  Doolittle  Drive.  Right  on  Doolittle, 
right  onto  Swan  Way.  Left  into  MLK  park.  Drive  to 
end  for  Arrowhead  Marsh  parking  lot. 

Bike  and  Bird  in  Foster  City 
and  Redwood  Shores 

San  Mateo  County 

Sunday,  February  22 

Leader:  Kathy  Jarrett,  510.547.1233 
(no  calls  after  9 pm),  kathyJarrett@yahoo.eom 

Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  parking  lot  oF 
Mariner’s  Point  GolF  Course  in  Foster  City. 
The  trip  is  a Flat  20-mile  loop  on  the  Bay 
Frail  and  other  hike  paths,  mostly  paved, 
some  on  hike  lanes  on  city  streets.  This  cir- 
cuit oF  Foster  City  and  Redwood  Shores 
should  Find  winter  visitors  and  other  shore 
and  water  birds  on  the  bay,  on  lagoons,  lakes, 
and  sewer  ponds.  Trip  continues  to  mid  or 
late  aFternoon.  Bicycle  helmet  required. 
Dress  in  layers,  and  bring  lunch  and  liquids. 
Rain  cancels. 

Erom  Hwy.  92  in  Foster  City,  take  Mariner's  Island 
Blvd.  Exit  (between  Hwy.  101  and  the  San  Mateo 
bridge)  and  go  north  until  road  ends  at  a light  at  3'''' 
Ave.;  continue  across  the  street  into  the  parking  lot. 
Note:  the  Millbrae  BART  station  is  about  6 mi.  north 
along  the  Bay  Trail,  Bayshore  Hwy.  and  Millbrae  Blvd. 

cfe 

Lake  Chabot  Park 

Alameda  County 

Saturday,  February  28 

Leader:  Emily  Serkin,  510.293.9360, 
eserkin@girlsinc-alameda.org 

Meet  at  9 a.m.  This  halF-day  trip  will  Focus  on 
improving  everyday  birding  skills  by  paying 
attention  to  details  oF  Usual  and  behavioral 
Field  marks.  A good  assortment  oF  our  com- 
mon birds  should  be  present  and  courting 
behavior  oF  Great  Blue  Flerons  and  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks  is  possible.  Trip  ends  at  noon. 
Hea^'y  rain  cancels.  Beginners  are  welcome. 
Take  580  east  to  San  Leandro.  Take  the  Dutton/ 
Estudillo  Ave.  exit.  Turn  left  at  the  second  light,  which 
is  Estudillo.  Shortly,  the  road,  which  becomes  Lake 
Chabot  Rd.,  curves  to  the  right:  take  a left  turn  at  this 
point  to  stay  on  Estudillo.  Drive  straight  into  the  park. 
We'll  meet  at  the  first  parking  area.  Restrooms  are 
found  further  into  the  park  if  you  keep  going  straight. 

R 


Grizzly  Island  and  Beyond 
Solano  County 
Sunday,  February  29 

Leader:  Robin  Leong,  707.643.1287, 
robinJeong@netzero.com 

We  will  meet  ul  8:30  a.m.  Our  plans  arc  to 
bird  I lill  Slough,  Bush  Banch,  Grizzly  Island 
and  the  I Iwy.  1 13  corridor.  Since  there  are 
muddy  roads,  your  leader  cannot  |)romise  ex- 
actly where  we  will  bird.  IF  we  are  lucky,  we 
will  see  most  of  the  marsh  birds,  waterfowl 
and  raptors.  I’here  may  he  a chance  to  see 
Tulc  Elk,  Biver  Otters,  hear  Black  Bails,  see 
SuisLin  Song  Sparrow,  Bough-Legged  Hawk, 
Ferruginous  Hawk  and  3 species  of  owls. 
Please  bring  binoculars,  scopes,  layered 
clothing,  a lunch  and  sweets  to  share  (iF you 
want  to  see  some  interesting  views  oF  wild 
liFe  in  the  aFternoon).  Trip  will  end  by  mid- 
aFternoon.  Heavy  rain  cancels. 

Meet  in  the  parking  lot  near  the  McDonald's  Restau- 
rant at  Sunset  and  Hwy.  12,  North  of  the  turnoff  to 
Grizzly  Island  Road.  There  we  will  consolidate  cars. 

R 

Alameda  Creek/Coyote  Hills/ 
Quarry  Lakes  Bicycle  Trip 
Alameda  County 
Sunday,  February  29 

Leader:  Kathy  Jarrett,  510.547.1233 
(no  calls  after  9 pm),  kathyJarrett@yahoo.eom 

Meet  at  9:15  at  the  Isherwood  Staging  Area 
in  Fremont.  Approximately  20  miles  total,  all 
on  bike  trail,  ver)'  little  uphill.  We  wall  start 
by  bicycling  a short  distance  to  Quarrv'  Lakes 
Regional  Park  then  bike  along  the  Alameda 
Greek  Regional  Trail  to  Goyote  Hills  Regional 
Park,  returning  to  Isherwood  mid  to  late  aF- 
ternoon. Dress  For  cool,  w’indy  weather.  Bi- 
cycle helmet  required.  Bring  lunch  and  liq- 
uids. Rain  cancels. 

By  car,  take  1-880  to  Fremont  and  take  the  Alvarado 
Blvd/Fremont  Blvd  exit:  go  east  on  Fremont  Blvd.  In 
about  0.5  mi,  turn  left  onto  Paseo  Padre  Parkway, 
which  then  crosses  Decoto  Rd  in  about  1 mi.  and 
shortly  thereafter  parallels  Alameda  Creek;  0.8  mi  after 
Decoto  Rd,  turn  left  onto  Isherwood  Dr,  cross  the 
bridge,  and  then  immediately  right  into  the  Isherwood 
Staging  Area,  If  coming  from  the  peninsula  via  the 
Dumbarton  Bridge,  continue  east  on  Hwy  84,  which 
becomes  Decoto  Rd.  after  crossing  1-880,  and  1 mile 
past  1-880,  turn  right  onto  Paseo  Padre  Parkway  and 
FIELD  TRIPS,  continued  on  page  7 
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OBSERVATIONS 

December  1-31 , 2003 
Bruce  Mast 


long  with  rain  storms  and  holi- 
days, December  brought  us 
CBCs.  Hotline  reports  were  en- 
riched by  rare  sightings  from  14  different 
count  circles.  Ft  Reyes  Peninsula  tallied  the 
most  species  (181),  tollowed  by  Crystal 
Springs  ( 1 77)  and  Western  SON  (173).  Oak- 
land generated  the  highest  participation,  with 
146  birders  and  18  feeder  watchers. 

Loons  to  Ducks 

Bodega  Bay,  SON,  continued  to  be  a reli- 
able spot  for  Red-necked  Grebes  (AW;  LH, 
JM,  RF).  A single  bird  was  found  on  Dec  13th 
in  the  waters  off  of  Crissy  Field,  SF  (SA). 
On  the  20th,  3 more  were  seen  across  from 
Campbell  Cove,  SON  (DiA).  The  Oakland 
CBC  documented  2 White-faced  Ibis  at  the 
Oakland  Airport,  ALA  on  Dec  14th,  a first 
for  the  count  (BU,  GA,  JaC;  EIS,  EC).  The 
count  also  discovered  a Brant  at  Bay  Farm 
Island,  ALA  (RSc,  oob).  December  produced 
two  tantalizing  Eider  reports.  The  first,  on 
the  8th,  was  a possible  Steller’s  Eider 
(Polysticta  stelleri)  at  PRNS,  MRN,  seen  only 
in  flight  (RS).  The  second,  a King  Eider 
(Somateria  spectabilis),  a possible  first-win- 
ter female,  was  seen  on  the  water  olf  Lin- 
coln Park,  SF,  on  Dec  13th  (HC;  ME,  ASH). 

The  Coyote  Pt,  SM,  Harlequin  Duck  con- 
tinued to  dazzle  observers  in  Dec.  (RST). 
Another  Harlequin  was  a first-ever  Oakland 
CBC  sighting  (PW;  CP,  LC,  BG).  The  same 
day  (Dec.  1 4th),  the  Pt  Reyes  CBC  found  a 
Harlequin  at  the  lower  end  Drake's  Estcro, 
PRNS,  MRN  (oob).  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
also  reported  from  both  the  Oakland  ( PW; 
CP,  LC,  BC)  and  Pt  Reyes  ClBCs  (oob).  Else- 
where, Long-tailed  Ducks  were  sighted  at 
lomalcs  Bay,  MRN,  on  the  8th  (RS);  Ck>y- 
ote  Pt,  SM,  on  the  14th  (RS’D;  Cdifllioiise, 
SF,  on  the  2 1st  (HC);  ami  at  Pescadero 
Alarsh,  SM  on  the  28th  and  3()th  (RSd;  Cl  1 ). 

Raptors  to  Alcids 

A number  of  ohserv'crs  were  treated  to  Mer- 
lins and  Peregrine  Falcons  this  month,  hut 


the  most  noteworthy  falcon  was  a juvenile 
Northern  Goshawk  at  Bodega  Bay,  SON, 
which  the  Western  SON  CBC  tallied  on  Dec 
28th  (DSh).  The  high  tides  of  Dec.  22-24 
were  eagerly  anticipated  by  all  species  of  rail 
hunters  (including  humans),  and  they  did  not 
disappoint.  Heavy  rains  and  high  winds 
added  to  the  flood  levels,  which  flushed  out 
a Yellow  Rail  (Coturnicops  noveboracensis) 
at  Waldo’s  Dike,  Inverness,  MRN,  on  Dec 
23rd  (RS).  At  the  same  location,  as  many  as 
1 0 Black  Rails  sought  refuge  on  the  dike  (DB, 
PB,  WL,  RS).  Many  obseiA- 
ers  caught  brief  glimpses  and 
fantastic  looks  at  Black  Rails 
fleeing  for  high  ground  at  Palo 
Alto  Baylands,  SCL  (mob). 

Perhaps  the  most  surprising 
report  was  from  the  Hayward- 
Fremont  CBC  on  Dec  21st, 
which  documented  a Black 
Rail  along  the  old  ALA  Cr 
channel,  ALA  (PC). 

Mountain  Plover  tallies 
along  Robinson  Rd,  SOL,  sur- 
passed 200  on  the  2nd  (RM). 

Rock  Sandpipers  turned  up 
on  Dec  20th  near  the  Ocean  Colony  Half 
Moon  Bay  Golf  Course,  SM  (CD),  and  at 
Bodega  Bay,  SON  (DiA).  The  Ruff  at  New 
Chicago  Marsh  in  Alviso  (SCL)  lingered 
through  the  month  (MRo,  MM,  RR,  FV).  In 
SON,  single  Red  Phalaropes  were  reported 
from  Bodega  I larbor  the  6th  through  the  I Sth 
(AW;  jell,  join  an  in  Bridgehaven  on  the 
lOth  (LH).  The  Oakland  CBC  tallied  a 
Phalarope  s|-).  off  the  Elsie  Roemer  Bird 
Sanctuary  in  ALA.  If  determined  to  be  a Red, 
it  would  be  just  the  4th  Oakland  CBC.  record 
(LN;  IS,  JLV,  AB). 

A 3rd-winter  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
(I  .arus  luscus)  joined  the  gull  Hocks  at  Rodeo 
L.igoon,  MRN,  on  Dec  24th  (SS).  In  a re- 
prise ol  last  year’s  Glaucous  Cull  debates  in 
SF’,  a possible  second-year  Glaucous  (or  hy- 
brid) spent  1 I days  at  Stow  L,  starting  on  Dec. 
lOth  (SB;  mob).  On  the  26th,  an  immature 


Glaucous  Gull  was  reported  at  Cyress  Lawn 
Cemetery  in  Colma,  SM  (PM).  On  Dec 
1 1th,  14  Black  Skimmers  were  found  roost- 
ing at  Charleston  Slough,  SM  (GB). 

Doves  to  Thrashers 

On  Dec.  1st,  a Long-eared  Owl  was  discov- 
ered at  Cypress  Grove  Preser\'e  in  Marshall, 
MRN  (KB),  perhaps  the  same  bird  tallied  on 
the  Pt  Reyes  CBC.  Palo  Alto  and  Oakland 
CBCs  also  found  Long-eared  Owls.  On  Dec. 
28th,  Long-eared  Owl  was  calling  along  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Trail,  in  the  MRN  Head- 
lands (KB).  Both  the  Pt  Reyes  and  Hayw'ard- 
Fremont  CBCs  documented  Short-eared 
Owls  (KB,  oob).  A Short-eared  Owls  were 
also  obseiA'ed  hunting  in  Half  Moon  Bay,  SM, 
on  the  2nd  and  20th  (AJ,  CD). 


A male  Costa’s  Flummingbird  visited  a 
Berkeley  (ALA)  feeder  on  Dec.  7th  and  8th 
(ReF).  Two  Lewis’s  W'oodpeckers,  remnants 
of  the  Sept. -Oct.  irruption,  lingered  through 
the  month  at  Skyline  Ridge  Open  Space  Pre- 
seiA'e,  SCL  (AE,  JMy,  BJ,  CB).  A juvenile 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  continued  through- 
out the  month  in  Tilden  RP,  CC  (SHi;  mob). 
A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  made  the  high- 
light reel  from  the  Crystal  Springs  CBC. 
Other  Yellow-bellied  sightings  this  month 
included  a young,  male  at  Pt  Reyes  Station, 
MRN,  on  Dec.  1-8  (RS);  a Livermore,  ALA, 
birti  on  Dec  8th  and  21st  (CBi);  and  a 
Belmont,  SM,  juvenile  on  the  13th  (RST). 
Finally,  the  Pt  Reyes  CBC  highlights  featured 
a Red-naped  Sapsucker (oob). 

MRN  birders  found  3 Hammond’s  Fly- 
catchers last  month;  at  the  Chicken  Ranch 
Beach  on  Tomales  Bay  on  Dec  8-16  (RS);  at 


Steller's  Eider 
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U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 


Stinson  Ciilfh  on  the-  o;isl  sitlo 
ol  Holinas  Lagoon  on  Dc'o 
I I then);  and  noar  tho  Whito 
1 loose  Pool,  Inverness,  on  Dee 
lS-2Sil)\\'i,  PS,  WAV).  In  SI', 
1 laininoiul  s was  .ilso  loniul  .it 
Strv'hin^  .Aihoretum  on  Dee 
24-27l.\Sll.Krll.CB).  I roin 
the  8th  to  tlie  28th,  a IVopieal 
Kin^hiril  was  ohseiAed  repeat- 
edly at  the  Sharp  Park  Cloll 
Caiorse  in  PaeiHea,  SM  (BN; 
liSe,  Bl,  JM,  PS). At  the  same 
goll  course,  a Scissor-tailed 
I'lycatcher  joined  the  Kingbird 
Irom  Dec  2 1st  to  the  26th  (jS; 
mob). 

Two  Bay  Area  American 
Dippers  were  reported  last 
month;  at  L'l’emescal  in  Oak- 
land, ALA,  on  Dec  1 1-25 
(DQ;  IvA,  PSD,  SL)  and  up- 
stream of  Almaden  Res,  SCL 
on  Dec  28th  (oob).  Brighten- 


Wood  Warbler  Sightings 

Nashville  Warbler 


12/6 

Bodega  Harbor,  SON 

AW 

12/14,17 

Overfelt  Gardens. 
San  Jose.  SCL 

RP.  CH.  AV,  MRo 

12/19 

Coyote  R,  SM 

RST 

12/20 

Frenchman's  Cr,  SM 

Crystal  Springs  CBC 

12/30 

L Merced.  SF 

MWE,  SAr,  SR.  SS 

Palm  Warbler 

12/9-14 

Presidio,  SF 

BP;  PS 

12/20 

Half  Moon  Bay,  SM 

GD 

12/30 

Petaluma,  SON 

JMa.  RH,  KW 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

12/14-31 

L Merritt,  Oakland.  ALA 

LP.  NW:  mob 

12/14 

Inverness 

PRNS  CBC 

12/14 

SF  Zoo,  SF 

HC 

Northern 

Waterthrush 

12/15 

Charleston  Rd. 
Mountainview,  SCL 

Palo  Alto  CBC 

Abbreviations  for  Observers:  DA.  David  Armstrong;  DiA.  Dick  Ashford.  GA. 
Geraldine  Arko;  KA,  Ken  Archibald;  SA,  Steve  Addinal;  SAr.  Stefanie  Arthur. 
AB.  Ardith  Betts;  BB,  Bill  Bousman;  CB.  Casey  Bazewick;  DB.  Dennis  Braddy: 

GB,  Gordon  Barrett;  GBi.  George  Bing;  KB.  Ken  Burton;  PB,  Patneia  Braddy; 
SB.  Steven  Bauer;  SaB.  Sara  Blauman;  ShB.  Shelley  Butler;  EC.  Eric  Covington; 

GC.  Graham  Chisholm:  HC.  Hugh  Cotter;  JC.  Josiah  Clark;  JaC.  Jane  Cahias; 
LC.  Les  Chibana;  ADM.  Al  DeMartini;  GD.  Gary  Deghi;  JD.  Jim  Danzenbaker, 
KD,  Kelly  Dodder;  MD.  Matthew  Dodder:  PD.  Peter  Diegutis:  PSD.  Peter  S 
D.;  PDa.  Pete  Dahme;  AE.  Al  Eisner;  JE.  Jimm  Edgar;  LE.  Leo  Edson;  MWE. 
Mark  Eaton;  BF.  Brian  Fitch;  LF.  Leslie  Rint:  MR  Mike  Feighner;  RF.  Rich  Ferrick; 


RFi.  Ht^bbiti  f ibt  h»( . Rtjf  HiitKicca  f fwjd.  TP  TirnpHnnol  BG.  Brngliam  Gibbs. 
LG.  L/Jiry  Cititih  P(>  PhtiGwdon  SC  Si«ve Glovtw . ASH  Alan  Hopkins.  CH. 
Carnlisa  Hughes,  GH  (>ariti  Harwood  JeH.  Jeanne  Hutjbard.  JoH  John 
Hubbard,  KH  Keitl.  Hansen  KjH  Kiist  Hnin  LH  Uea  Hug.  RH  Richard  Hurley 
SH  Steve  Hue  kabone  SHi,  Sleven  Hiyaahi  AJ  AMaro  wlafanvHo  BJ  Bob 
Jufil,  DJ.  Donald  Jofinson,  JK  JotinKnewell  Ct  Ctridy  Liaurance  CDl  CaMn 
Lou.  DL.  Don  Lewis.  JL.  John  Lulhet.  JLV  Jean  LaVane  LL  Las  Lueuranca 
RL.  Robin  Leong.  SL.  Stephen  Long  William  Legge  DM  Dar<  Murptiy 
JM.  Joe  Morian.  JMa.  Joy  Mander.  JMy  Jean  Myers  KMK  Kevin 
McKereghan  MM  Mike  Mammuecff  PM  Peter  Metffj^>ulos  RM  Rcif.Me*ce« 
BN,  Bess  Nenccio.  LN  Leafi  Norwood.  KO.  Kns  OImjti  BP  Boh  Power  GP 
George  Peyton,  JP,  John  Poole,  LP.  Una  Prame  PP,  Peter  Pyle  PPo.  Peter 
Poppins,  RP.  Rich  Page;  DQ.  Dave  Quady  EJR  Bob  Rrehmortd  JR  Jean  Rich 
mood.  JRy.  Jennifer  Rycenga,  MR  Mark  Rauzon  MRo.  Mike  Rogers  RR 
Rob  Retting.  SR.  Siobahn  Ruck  DS.  David  Sudd)iar»-  DSh.  Doug  Stiaw  DS 
Dan  Singer.  ES.  Emilie  Strauss.  ESe.  Ermly  Serkin  EIS  Elizabeth  Stepfiens 
JS.  Judy  Spitter.  IS.  Inge  Svobcxla  PS.  Paul  Saraceni.  RS  Rich  Stalk-up  RSc 
Rusty  Scalf,  RSm.  Robyn  Smith;  SS.  Sam  Stuart.  CT.  Chns  Tarp,  FTST  Ron 
Thorn;  fTT.  Ryan  Temll;  BU.  Bob  Ulvang.  MU.  Myra  Lttvang.  AV.  Ann  Verdi 
DVR  David  Vander  Ruyrn.  FV.  Frank  Vanslag€ir.  AW  Alan  Wight,  AWi  Adam 
Winer.  DW  Denise  Wight,  DWi.  Dave  Wimpfheimer.  KW  Keri  Wilson . NW 
Neil  Whitehouse  PW.  Pete  Wtiite.  WW  Will  Wilson.  JY.  James  Yurchenco. 
MZ,  Malt  Ziatunich 

•St'iHuo/um  onf>itiul  n/^wrurri  t • fri/m  Ht  s \ifhrfuitum 

'mob'  --  mum  uliw'nm,  "or/J*’  olhrf  oinrnv*r>  Jnb>rmaliort  n ctfntjnlfJ  frtfm 
lindHox  tratvn  nyt\  uwJ  reyu/nui  /is.rwn'i  the  autluff  fur  um  emrr\  /_ft 

omiMums 

/U^breviations  for  Counties  and  Others:  ALA  Alameda:  B6A  Breeding  Bird 
Atlas.  CBC.  Chnstmas  Bird  Count,  CC.  Contra  Costa  Cr.  Creek.  Cyn.  Can- 
yon; GGP.  Golden  Gate  Park:  L.  Lake  MRN  Mann;  MTV  Monterey  N..  North. 
NAP.  Napa.  Pt.  Point:  PRNS.  Point  Reyes  National  Seashore  RR  Regional 
Park,  Rd.  Road.  Res.  Reservoir.  RS.  Regional  Shoreline.  SB.  State  Beach. 
SCL.  Santa  Oara.  SF.  San  Francisco.  SM.  San  Mateo.  SOL  Solano.  SON. 
Sonoma;  SR  State  Park;  SR.  State  Reserve.  WPCR  Water  PoWubon  Control 
Rant  Solano.  SON.  Sonoma.  SP,  Slate  Park:  SR.  State  Reserve.  WPCP.  Water 
Pollution  Control  Rant 


ing  Christmas  in  Rohnert 
Park,  SON,  a Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  heard 
from  the  pyracantha  bushes  along  Copeland 
Cr  on  the  25th  (DSh).  Finally,  a Sage 
Thrasher  patrolled  the  top  of  the  landfill  west 
of  the  Sunnyvale  WPCP  from  Dec.  12th  to 
the  21st  (MRo,  MM;  mob). 

Wood  Warblers  to  Finches 

A few  straggling  W ilson’s  and  Yellow  Warblers 
were  reported  in  Dec.,  along  with  several  east- 
ern vagrants  (see  Warbler  Tables).  A couple 
Summer  Tanagers  turned  up  in  SF:  lirst  at 
Siitro  fleights  Park,  Dec  7-24  (MU),  and  then 
at  Middle  L,  GCP,  on  the  27th  (PM).  A 3rd 
Summer  Tanager  spent  Dec  27-31,  hanging 
around  an  apartment  in  Santa  Rosa,  SON 
(SaB).  ,A  handful  of  Western  Tiinagers  lingered 
through  Dec.,  including  2 Oakland  CBC.  (GC, 
ShB;  PDa,  MR);  2 SF  birds  (HC,  DM);  2 birds 
in  SM  (RST,  oob);  and  birds  from  the  Palo 
.Alto  and  Calero-Morgan  Hill  CRCs  (oob). 

The  SM  Coast  produced  the  only  Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  report  in  Dec.,  where  an 
individual  was  discovered  on  Dec  20th  at  the 
mouth  of  Pilarcitos  Cr  in  1 lalf  Moon  Bay 
(PM).  The  Palo  .Alto  CBC  found  a Grass- 
hopper Sparrow  at  Alonte  Bello  OSl,  SCL 
(DS).  Two  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows 


were  found  during  high-tide  \ igils  at  Waldo’s 
Dike,  Inverness,  MRN,  on  Dec  22nd  and 
23rd  (DB,  PB,  RS).  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
was  also  found  sporadically  between  the  7th 
and  26th  at  Littlefield  and  Harbor  Way  in 
SSF,  SM  (CDL;  RST,  MF,  JM) 

Swamp  and  W'hite-throated  Sparrow's  pro- 
\ ided  regular  eye  candy  in  Dec.  The  Berkeley 
Harris’s  Sparrow,  first  reported  on  Nov  30th, 
remained  through  the  7th  (JP;  mob).  A fe- 
male Great-tailed  Crackle  was  par  for  the 
course  at  some  new  golf  links  in  Eastern  CC 
on  Dec.  9th  (SG,  DL,  JE).  TTic  Calero-Mor- 
gan Hill  CBC  counted  5 more  Grcat-tailcds 
near  Parkway  L.  (oob). 

FIELD  TFIIPS.  continued  from  page  S 

follow  above  directions.  AAA's  Fremont-Union  City  map 

is  recommended.  If  using  BART,  call  for  directions. 

Honey  Lake  and 
Greater  Sage-Grouse 

Lcissei!  County 

Saturday-Sunday,  March  13-14 

Leader:  Dave  Quady,  510.704.9353, 
davequady@worldnet.att.net 


W'e  end  this  months  installment  with  a 
number  of  Oriole  reports.  On  Dec  6th  and 
17th  the  ovenvintering  adult  male  Orchard 
Oriole  put  in  another  appearance  in  a Cole 
Valley,  SE,  backyard  (PS).  Bullock’s  Orioles 
were  reported  along  San  Tomas  .Aquino  Cr, 
SCL  on  the  5th  (MM);  from  a backyard  in 
Half  Moon  Bay,  SM,  on  the  6th  and  21st  (JRy); 
at  Phipps  Ranch,  SM,  on  the  7th  (KD.  .MD); 
at  the  Sunnyvale  W PCP  ponds  on  the  17th 
(mob);  and  from  the  Presidio,  SF.  on  the  2()th 
(JC).  Finallv,  on  Dec  27th,  2 Hooded  Orioles 
were  seen  in  some  eucalyptus  trees  near 
Middle  L.  GGP,  SF(PM;KMK). 


We  will  search  Lassen  County  for  Greater 
Sage-Grouse,  Bald  Eagles  and  other  winter- 
ing birds  of  the  Eastern  Sierra.  Trip  is  lim- 
ited to  the  first  20  participants  who  sign  up 
with  the  leader  after  January  30.  Detailed 
directions  w ill  be  provided  to  those  who  are 
confirmed  on  the  trip.  Lodging  is  available 
in  Susanville;  primitive  camping  is  available 
in  the  Honev  Lake  State  Wildlife  .Area.  Be 
sure  to  bring  w arm  clothing,  lunches  for  both 
davs,  and  a scope  if  you  ha\  e one. 
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How  to  Get  Involved 

Friends  of  Alameda  Wildlife  Refuge  Committee 

Meetings  Every  third  Monday.  7 pm 

Location  Alameda  Point,  Building  1,  Room  140 

Contact  Leora  Feeney,  510.522.8525;  wvvw.fawr.org 

Latin  America  Committee 

Meetings  Monthly 
Location  Members’  homes 

Contact  Chair  Bob  Risebrough,  pelacanus@igc.org  or 
Secretary  Audre  Newman,  audre@artfuleducation.com 


ACTIVISTS,  continued  from  page  I 

Latin  America  Committee 

Golden  Gate  Audubon’s  Latin  America  Gom- 
mittee  (LAG)  sponsors  conservation  and 
educational  programs  in  Latin  America  to 
benefit  birds  and  their  habitats.  Gommittee 
members  are  actively  involved  in  education 
and  ecotourism  to  help  promote  environmen- 
tal protection  and  cultural  exchanges  be- 
tween the  U.S.,  particularly  the  Bay  Area, 
and  Latin  American  countries. 

The  LAG  works  closely  with  Golden  Gate 
Audubon’s  Education  Program  in  Oakland 
elementary  schools.  Committee  members 
joined  with  the  Grupo  Ecologico  Sierra 
Gorda  in  Mexico  to  develop  a pen-pal  letter- 
writing program'  between  East  Oakland 
fourth-  and  fifth-graders  and  students  in  the 
Sierra  Gorda.  The  students  write  to  each 
other  to  share  e.xperiences  of  nature  in  their 
local  communities,  as  well  as  information 
about  their  own  daily  lives  and  families.  The 
East  Oakland  students  who  participate  in  the 
letter  exchange  are  bilingual,  and  all  of  the 
letters  are  written  in  Spanish  to  help  improve 
their  Spanish  writing  skills. 


Currently,  the  Latin  America 
Committee  is  working  on  a pro- 
totype educational  package 
about  the  Sierra  Gorda,  which 
will  include  materials  about  mi- 
grating birds  common  to 
California  and  South  and  Cen- 
tral America  and  will  be  used  in 
bilingual  programs  in  Oakland 
elementary  schools,  as  well  as 
schools  in  the  Sierra  Gorda. 

LAC  member  Dana  Gardner  will  contribute 
paintings  of  common  local  birds  in  the  Sierra 
Gorda,  and  other  aspects  of  natural  history, 
local  geography  and  history  will  be  included. 
The  LAC  plans  to  develop  similar  programs 
in  the  Dominican  Republic  and  Panama. 

The  Committee  is  offering  a birding  trip 


to  Panama  in  March,  which  will  generate 
funds-  for  the  Panama  Audubon  Society  and 
the  lag’s  work.  The  LAC  is  also  making  a 
scouting  trip  in  Februar)'  to  the  Sierra  Gorda 
Biological  Reserve  in  Queretaro,  Mexico, 
where  it  is  working  with  the  Grupo  Ecologico 
Sierra  Gorda  to  develop  ecotourism. 


Quail  Habitat  Day  At  Harding  Park 

Following  our  successful  Quail  Restore-A-Thon  last  November,  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
volunteers  will  plant  hundreds  more  quail-sustaining  plants  at  the  Harding  Park  Golf  Course 
on  Saturday,  Feb.  7*.'  Join  us  from  9 a.m.  to  noon  for  a few  hours  of  fun,  healthy  and 
environmentally  helpful  outdoor  activity.  Snacks  and  beverages  will  be  provided.  For  di- 
rections, call  our  office  at  510.843.2222  or  e-mail  ggas@goldengateaudubon.org. 


WELCOME 

NEW 

members! 

The  GULL  is  the  official  newsletter  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society.  As  a supporting  member  of  Golden  Gate 
Audubon,  you  receive  a subscription  to  The  GULL,  a 1 0 percent  discount  on  all  items  purchased  at  our  nature  store, 
access  to  field  trips  and  programs,  and  the  opportunity  to  volunteer.  Local  members  of  the  National  Audubon 
Society  automatically  receive  The  GULL.  Not  a member  yet?  Contact  our  office  at  510.843.2222  for  details. 

GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

2530  SAN  PABLO  AVENUE,  SUITE  G 
BERKELEY,  CA  94702 
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